Referendum by the Students of [Your School’s Name]
Offered [Day of Week], [Month] [Day], [Year]
Referendum Question 
Question to be voted on by the Students of [Your School’s Name] at the next student body election:

Do you agree that the sanctions imposed by Fort Lewis College for the use and possession of marijuana should be NO greater than the sanctions imposed for the use and possession of alcohol, and that students should not face suspension or removal from student housing for the private use and possession of up to one ounce of marijuana? 

Student Sponsor 

[First Name] [Last Name], [Student Number (if applicable)]

[Address], [City], [State] [Zip]

[Phone]

[E-mail Address]

Background Information for Referendum
Alcohol and marijuana are the two most popular recreational substances among the college student population. Every objective study on marijuana has concluded that marijuana is safer than alcohol both for the user and for society. Marijuana is far less toxic, far less addictive, and causes far less harm to the body than alcohol, and – unlike alcohol – it has not been found to contribute to violent, aggressive, or reckless behavior. 

Substantial research has concluded that the use of alcohol directly contributes to incidences of: fatal overdose, injury, fighting, physical abuse, sexual assault, and date rape, as well as destructive behavior, vandalism and property damage. There has never been a substantiated marijuana overdose death in recorded history, and the substance is widely accepted as virtually non-toxic. According to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), more than 300 Americans die as the direct result of alcohol overdose each year, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) attribute more than 30,000 deaths to alcohol use alone each year (ie. not including traffic or other alcohol-related accidents). The NIAAA estimates that each year, there are approximately 1,700 alcohol-related student deaths, 600,000 alcohol-related student injuries, 700,000 alcohol-related assaults involving students, and 100,000 reported cases of sexual assault involving alcohol. No such statistics are associated with student marijuana use. 

By issuing or appearing to issue greater university sanctions for marijuana, and by threatening students who use marijuana with suspension or removal from student housing, [Your School’s Name] is: 1) sending a dangerous message to students that alcohol use is more acceptable than marijuana use; 2) steering students away from making the rational choice to use a less harmful substance – marijuana – instead of alcohol; 3) fostering the “culture of alcohol” that contributes to incidences of the serious problems listed above.

Purpose of Referendum
This referendum is intended to demonstrate the opinion of the [Your School’s Name] student body that the University’s sanctions for student use and possession of marijuana should be no greater than those imposed for student use and possession of alcohol. Under such a scheme, the University would impose no sanction for the use and possession of marijuana by students 21 years of age and older. This referendum also intended to demonstrate the opinion of the Fort Lewis College student body that students should not face suspension or removal from student housing for the private use and possession of up to one ounce of marijuana. 

As such, the referendum is intended to convey the student body’s opinion that alcohol use is more harmful than marijuana use both to students and the surrounding community. Thus, [Your School’s Name] should not issue disproportionate sanctions that steer students toward using alcohol and away from making the safer choice to use marijuana. Should a majority of students who vote in the [Your School’s Name] student body election adopt this referendum, the referendum’s sponsor will deliver the results of the election to the appropriate administrative officials and/or bodies, and seek to work with those individuals and/or bodies to implement changes to any relevant policies that reflect the opinion expressed by the student-approved referendum. 
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